2 men win plea deal in sex with girl, 14 

Seduction law helps avoid jail and registry 
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	SEDUCTION LAW 

	According to the Michigan Penal Code, seduction is defined as any man who seduces and debauches any unmarried woman. The crime is a felony, punishable by up to 5 years in prison or by a fine of up to $2,500. 

The current law was added to the books in 1931, but it has been a state offense since 1846, according to the Michigan Law Library. 


The hotly debated case of four young men accused of statutory rape for having sex with a 14-year-old Bloomfield Township girl came to a quiet end Wednesday when two of the men pleaded guilty to a lesser charge of seduction. 

In exchange for pleading to seduction, the men will escape jail time and do not have to register on the state sex-offender list. 

Although only two of the defendants -- Aaron Winkelman, 19, and Justin Fawcett, 18 -- have accepted the deal so far, the Oakland County Prosecutor's Office also has offered the reduced charge to Vallen Lewis, 19, and Derrick Foster, 20.

"It's a good deal for all parties," said Jerome Sabbota, Winkelman's attorney. "This fixes a situation that was bad for a lot of people." 

The girl and her family agreed to the bargain, according to prosecutors who spoke Wednesday. 

Michigan's ban on seduction has been on the books since 1931 -- it has been considered a state crime since 1846 -- and its language reflects a more chaste era. According to the statute, the crime occurs when a man seduces or debauches -- or morally corrupts -- an unmarried woman, and is punishable by up to five years in prison. 

The seduction charge is a surprising switch for the prosecution, which doggedly pursued criminal sexual conduct charges against the men and pledged to fan out to classrooms this year to explain the severity of statutory rape laws to the county's teens. 

"I'm less concerned about which message it sends and more concerned that each of the defendants has learned something," said Oakland County Assistant Prosecutor Karen McDonald. "For months they have stood up and called the victim a liar, and we're thrilled that today they stood up and took responsibility for what they did." 

Across the region, the case prompted debate over state sex-offender laws. Parents railed against Michigan's age of consent law, which states that having sex with anyone younger than 16 is a felony punishable by mandatory incarceration. 

And state lawmakers began discussing changes to the sex-offender registry, which does not distinguish more serious convictions like pedophilia, from underage sex. 

The Bloomfield Township girl, now 15, told police she snuck out of her home at night to have oral and anal sex with 22 boys and men -- many of whom were her classmates at Bloomfield Hills Andover High School -- from October 2000 to June 2001, when her parents discovered her behavior. 

The Free Press generally does not name victims of alleged sexual assaults. 

Although the girl told police that she willingly engaged in sex acts with the young men, four of her partners were arraigned earlier this year on statutory rape charges. A fifth man, Jose Perez-Pantoja, 22, also was charged but has not been located. 

In May, the girl's parents said they were determined to hold the men accountable. But McDonald said the girl and her family support the plea agreement. 

"The victim has not indicated she would not testify, but both she and her family and her counselor have indicated that it would be detrimental to her progress," McDonald said, referring to testifying. McDonald is scheduled to appear in district court this morning to enter Foster's plea. 

The third-degree criminal sexual conduct charge was punishable by up to 15 years in prison and mandatory listing on the sex-offender registry for 25 years. 

Although seduction is a felony, McDonald said she will not ask for prison time when the plea goes to Oakland County Circuit Court for approval. Under the state's Holmes Youthful Trainee Act, each man's record likely will be clean after probation is completed. 

The plea agreement also requires the defense to return the girl's diary, in which she detailed her sex acts. Bloomfield Hills District Court Judge Kimberly Small forbade attorneys from releasing the contents of the diary. 

Attorney Jarrod Flemming -- who represented Fawcett, one of the suspects -- said that although he thinks the case never should have been prosecuted, he's pleased the resolution spares his client mandatory incarceration. 

"It's a travesty for all parties involved that the system ended up working this way. That's why the Legislature needs to look at this law and do something to revise it so it protects who it is intended to protect and doesn't prosecute kids who sleep with other kids," Flemming said. 

"That happens every day." 
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