Sex victim or predator? I was both, girl says 
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In the middle of the night, after her parents had tucked her in, she would slip out the glass doors of their Bloomfield Township home into her other life. 

A cab idling at the curb would take her to meet the classmates whom she talked to on her private phone line or instant messaged on the Internet. Or a man would pick her up in his white Chrysler LeBaron, drive her to a motel to have sex and drop her back home before 6 a.m., when her father woke her for high school.

She was 14. 

And, according to her own words and police reports, she had oral and anal sex from October 2000 to June 2001 with 22 boys and men who ranged in age from 14 to 20. 

Is she a sex victim or sex predator? 

Although the answer may lie in Michigan's straightforward law, the Bloomfield Township case has raised some complicated questions on the moral difference between right and wrong. 

Some of her partners are still children in the eyes of the law and have not been charged with a crime. Neither has she. 

Five who are older than 16 -- the legal age of consent in Michigan -- are charged with third-degree criminal sexual conduct, punishable upon conviction by up to 15 years in prison and registration as a sex offender for 25 years. 

Police and Oakland County prosecutors say she was legally too young to consent to sex. 

Defense attorneys for two men say their clients never touched her. They say the girl made it all up, that the three spiral notebooks she filled with names, dates and details are lies. No one could have sex with 22 people and still find time for school, the lawyers argue. 

If it is true, they say, she is a sex addict and their clients are the victims. 

Besides, the law that makes it illegal to have sex with anyone younger than 16 is outdated, the lawyers say. 

Her parents say the law is there to protect their daughter. 

Writing on a sheet of lined paper Saturday, she debated whether she is victim or predator: 

"I declare I am both. Yes I'm a victim. I was a victim who was deceived by my own emotions and ignorance, of misplaced confidence, a victim of my own fantasies. . . . Yes predator for I chase people who themselves were victims of misplaced confidence." 

The girl, now 15, sat quietly Sunday in her family's home -- a place of beige and black and chrome -- and held her hands in her lap. She is not identified in this article because the Free Press generally does not publish the names of alleged sexual assault victims. 

In an interview, her parents said they wanted to shed light on what happened to their daughter after news media reports surfaced last week. They refused to talk about specific dates and instances because of the criminal cases. 

The family speaks with the clinical jargon that comes from months of therapy. They use words like "disconnected," "isolated" and "depression." 

When her parents discovered the girl's behavior in June 2001, they rushed to get her help, checking her into Havenwyck Hospital in Auburn Hills and then sending her to a psychiatric facility in Utah for five months. 

"I thought what I was doing was normal," the girl said. "At the time I did not think I was depressed. It was about power. I was able to have people pursue me." 

Beyond puppy love

And it was about classic insecurity, her parents said. She was a shy freshman who never raised her hand in class and had few friends. She wanted to belong. 

It started with her first boyfriend at Andover High School. They had oral sex and he passed her phone number around to other teens, according to Bloomfield Township police reports. 

She met them in motels, cars and ultimately in her own home, touching each other and engaging in mutual oral sex, reports said. Some were teens who lived a few blocks away, others lived in Southfield or Waterford. 

"This went way beyond high school puppy love," said the girl's father, a doctor. "She's 14. It doesn't matter if she ran naked down the street and was begging for it, it doesn't matter. The law is there for a reason." 

There were no signs, her parents said. Her honor roll grades never slipped. She was on the track team. When she started having anxiety attacks in school and her heart thumped, she saw a private therapist. 

Her parents admit they failed to see what was going on. But other checks in the system failed too, they said. Like the therapist who knew about the girl's activity for five months. 

And the school social worker the girl says she talked to about the acts. A school district spokeswoman said Tuesday the social worker denied knowing of any sexual encounters. 

The girl also kept quiet to her parents but she said her classmates all knew. And before they fooled around, she said she remembers some of the guys cautioning, "You're not going to tell anyone, right? I just turned 18 so don't tell, all right?" 

The girl said she can't pinpoint the exact time when things began to feel out of control, but it was before May 2001 when she drafted a letter that began, "To my parents: I hope you don't read this because that means something happened to me." She hid the note and her parents didn't find it until she was in Utah.

Things escalated Sunday, June 24, when her parents left her alone for a night while they drove her brother to summer camp near Charlevoix. The girl invited a freshman girlfriend and two guys -- Vallen Lewis, now 19, and Derrick Foster, now 20 -- over to take a dip in her hot tub, according to police reports. 

The girl later told police she exchanged oral sex with Lewis and Foster -- they flipped a coin to see who would go first. 

Foster, who is expected to be arraigned this week, denied in an interview with police that anything sexual happened with the girl. Earlier this month, three of the five charged with criminal sexual conduct were arraigned. 

"It's rather unfortunate that my client has been charged based upon this type of allegation, and we're certainly going to take a look at the credibility of the complaining witness," said attorney Daniel Hilf, who represents Lewis, one of those arraigned. 

However, another man facing charges, Jose Perez-Pantoja, now 22, told police in July that he met the girl at the Star Southfield movie theater and she later called him and invited him to her house. 

That meeting led to two more encounters in a nearby hotel where they had anal sex, he said. Perez-Pantoja, who told police he was in the country illegally, has since disappeared and has not been arraigned. 

And a 15-year-old boy told police in July that he met the girl the summer before through a friend and that she twice performed oral sex on him. He has not been charged by prosecutors. 

Deborah Carley, Oakland County's chief deputy prosecutor denied any age cut-off and said that others younger than 17 may be charged. Prosecutors weigh various factors, she said, such as whether the victim wants to prosecute, whether witnesses can back up a story and whether there is physical evidence. 

Although the girl admits having sex with boys younger than 16, Carley said Tuesday the girl is not charged because those boys never claimed to be victims. 

It was the alleged Sunday encounter with Lewis and Foster that tipped off the girl's parents. The girlfriend who was also there left a worried message the next day on the girl's answering machine, according to police reports. Her parents heard the message and confronted her. 

Her father was enraged. He could tell she was lying about something but he didn't know what. She realized she was trapped and told him everything. Anger turned to horror. 

The next day, after his daughter was checked into Havenwyck the father called the police. Officers came and took a bedspread, sheets, nine Polaroids of the girl posing topless and her computer, according to police reports. They took a pair of black pants with a semen stain. 

"Some of these boys are almost victims themselves because they happened to be beyond the cut-off age and others clearly took advantage," said her father, who believes that is the reason no one younger than 16 was charged. "Some of these boys don't deserve this, others deserve more than this." 

Struggling for trust

She returned home from Utah in November to a house with a security system and to a family that watched her every move. In January, she entered private school. Now the parents talk with jarring frankness about their daughter's past. The girl's own voice breaks with pauses, some so long her thought is lost. 

There is little trust left. 

But there are moments of warmth. Like when a daughter grabs her mother's arm and says, "This lady still breaks out in hives over me." 

Or when she reads aloud passionately from the page she wrote on Saturday. She doesn't write much anymore. After all, it is her journal -- three yellow, blue and green notebooks -- that chronicles her exploits in often horrifying detail. 

It is her journal lawyer Jerome Sabbota points to as the key to exonerating his client, Aaron Winkelman, now 19. Sabbota won access to the entire diary Monday in Bloomfield Hills District Court. 

He says the pages -- filled with dashes, dots, check marks and smiley faces to symbolize the sex acts performed -- read like a smut novel. They're lies, he said. 

Winkelman was midway through his freshman year at Michigan State University -- a liberal arts major with a 3.9 grade point -- when police issued a warrant for criminal sexual conduct and assault with intent to commit criminal sexual conduct. 

"They say they have five adults, and that means there are 17 people who have not been charged," Sabbota said. "And if she's done 17 people, that means she's the predator -- not these kids." 

Anyone who was friendly to the girl ended up in her journal -- as a fantasy, said Jarrod Flemming, attorney for Justin Fawcett, the third teen arraigned on criminal sexual conduct charges. 

"To me, this is unfathomable that she did all this," Flemming said. 

The law should be changed, Sabbota argued, to make it legal for consenting teens who are within five years of each other -- for instance, a 14-year-old and a 19-year-old -- to engage in sex. 

Otherwise entire high schools could be shut down, he said. 

The girl doesn't deny this -- it does happen at every high school, she said. But the diary is true, she told police in July when they interviewed her at Havenwyck. 

And that means a law was broken, she wrote Saturday: 

"Is it fair that one over sixteen is mature enough to consent to sex and those who are minors not? There is no answer either right or wrong. But for now, only the law can give the final answer to the question."
The Law 

May 22, 2002 

It's illegal in Michigan for someone 16 or older to have sex with someone younger than 16. And no matter the circumstance, a person younger than 16 cannot legally consent or agree to have sex.

It can result in a felony charge carrying up to 15 years in prison and a listing on Michigan's Sex Offender Registry for 25 years.

Oakland County Chief Deputy Prosecutor Deborah Carley said 16 is considered an age when young people can understand the ramifications of having sex and risks, including pregnancy and disease. 

In cases where both participants are younger than 16, one or both could be charged with assault, Carley said, depending on factors including age differences and psychological and intellectual development. 

Typically, one youth is a year or more older than the other, and the older one is punished, Carley said. 

She said cases with two 14-year-olds or two 15-year-olds are rare and could result in no one being charged if, for example, testing shows neither was coercive or had an unfair psychological or intellectual advantage over the other. 
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